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I.
CIM PROJECTS

1.
Phase II – CIM/IOM Project on Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children in the Americas

The activities conducted during the period covered by this report relate to the initiation of Phase II of the Trafficking project, begun in countries of the English-speaking Caribbean, Mexico, and Bolivia.

In February, a meeting was held at the CIM headquarters with representatives of IOM, representatives from the Permanent Missions and CIM Delegates from Suriname and Guyana to present the proposed project for preventing the trafficking in people, women, and children to be launched in the Caribbean. 

At this time, counterparts are being identified and organized for the research in Bolivia and in Mexico.

In Bolivia, the main objective of CIM/OIM work will be to reduce trafficking in persons by instituting activities connected with data gathering, effective public policy development, and the creation of mechanisms designed to reduce and protect victims of trafficking in persons.  The project will focus on:

· Creating within the public sector, tourism sector, and civil society, an awareness of trafficking in persons; 

· Creating an awareness within vulnerable populations;  

· Developing the capacity of governmental and nongovernmental representatives in data gathering, to include reporting on the impact, nature, and risks of trafficking in persons in the most vulnerable populations; 
· Developing the capacity of governmental officials in identifying victims of trafficking, and providing aid and protection to them;  
· Fostering regional cooperation and the sharing of statistics, thereby encouraging the development of appropriate policies and legislation against trafficking in persons, and, 

· Coordinating operating procedures for effectively addressing this problem.

In the case of the Mexico project, the primary objective will be to assist in the prevention and combating of the trafficking in human beings by means of diverse activities that will be carried out on the national level during 2004, among them:

· Conducting preliminary research on the incidence and characteristics of trafficking in persons in Mexico;

· Developing the capacity of governmental and nongovernmental institutions to identify victims of trafficking, aid and protect them, and gather reliable data; 

· Conducting information campaigns on the risks and consequences of trafficking in persons, targeting potential victims, civil society, and other key groups; and

· Strengthening regional cooperation to establish means of exchanging information on this crime, as well as the harmonization of policies, laws, and operating procedures for effectively addressing this offense.

In June, CIM’s trafficking specialist visited the border area between Tijuana and San Diego, where she met with government, nongovernmental and university representatives, to research potential coordination mechanisms, join efforts, and to plan strategies, both for researching the problem and for the capacity-building activities provided for the project in Mexico’s northern borderland. 


1.1
CIM report on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1948 (XXXIII-O/03), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children” 


At its thirty-third regular session, the OAS General Assembly, in AG/RES 1947 (XXXIII-0/03) requested that the Permanent Council report to the thirty-fourth regular session (June 2004), on CIM’s activities in fulfillment of this resolution.  Attached is a copy of the document prepared by the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM (CP/doc.3862/04) in fulfillment of said mandates (Appendix I).


1.2
Meeting of Experts: Improving Research and Information on Trafficking in Persons (May 27-28, Rome, Italy)


Trafficking Specialist Laura Langberg was invited to represent CIM at this meeting of experts, which was organized and funded by the International Organization for Migrations (IOM) and the government of Italy. The purpose of the meeting was to exchange information from the different regions of the world regarding the challenges and obstacles encountered in investigations into trafficking in human beings. Among the meeting’s conclusions, emphasis was placed on the need for closer cooperation between European experts and those of other regions that have not progressed as far in this area – particularly Latin America and the Caribbean. The event analyzed the financial and political obstacles encountered by investigators in gathering data and in recording cases, and the situation faced by the victims of trafficking. A report will be published by OIM later this year.
2.
Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP)


SEPIA I – Labor: The Executive Secretary was invited to make a presentation to the Meeting of the Working Groups of the OAS’s 13th Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT - Washington, D.C., May 11 to 14, 2004) on the results of the Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II), organized by the CIM and held at the OAS during April. (Appendix II)

SEPIA II – Justice:  The Executive Secretary was invited to make a presentation to the Meeting of Ministers of Justice and of Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA V) on the issue of violence against women and the work that CIM has been doing. In addition, CIM was instrumental in getting the issue of trafficking in persons on their agenda. 

SEPIA III – Education: No activity in this area. 


SEPIA IV – Science and Technology: Working with the OAS Office on Science and Technology, work on SEPIA IV – Gender and Science and Technology (S&T), has begun.  A meeting of experts in gender and S&T is being planned for the latter part of August, to begin developing recommendations for the First Hemispheric Meeting of Ministers and appropriate officials in Science and Technology under the scope of CIDI, who will be meeting in November 11-12 in Lima, Peru.

Gender Training at the OAS: The Permanent Secretariat of the CIM is working with the Information Technology area of the OAS, to create a website for participants of the gender training program, with material on the course. In order to enhance knowledge of the subject, the CIM is also sending participants’ information on relevant activities. In addition, they were invited by CIM to participate in REMIM II meeting so as to acquaint themselves with activities in this field in the member states.

In addition to the above, the Executive Secretary is exploring funding possibilities in order to enhance the training received by the participants in the gender training program.  

II. ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE CIM

Preparations are underway for the XXXII Assembly of Delegates, to be held October 26-29. 2004: 
1.
Updating the list of Principal Delegates and Alternates   During May the request for confirmation of the names of the Principal Delegates and Alternates to the CIM was again sent to those governments that had not as yet replied. This request was in compliance with the provision contained in Article 58 of the Regulations of the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, whereby “only the Principal Delegates or their Alternates duly accredited to the Inter-American Commission of Women and to the Assembly shall have the right to vote” for new officers. As of the date of this report, replies from ten countries are still outstanding. 

2.
Candidacies received   The Commission received two replies to its letters of February 2004 in which it asked the governments to nominate candidates to hold office on the new Executive Committee. The Government of Paraguay nominated the Hon. María José Argaña de Mateu, that country’s Principal Delegate to the CIM and Minister for Women for the position of CIM Vice President. Similarly, the Government of Costa Rica nominated Hon. Esmeralda Britton González, Principal Delegate to the CIM and Minister for Women’s Affairs, and Executive President of the Costa Rica National Women’s Institute for the position of President.  In addition, the government of Suriname proposed its country for one of the five positions on the Executive Committee. 
3.
Draft Resolutions On June 16, a memorandum was sent to all the Principal Delegates, asking them to convey to the CIM Permanent Secretariat the draft resolutions that they would be interested in presenting to the upcoming Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, so that the Secretariat can begin organizing the appropriate working group meetings to negotiate the drafts. 

III. MANDATES FROM THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY


The Executive Secretary submitted and presented the Report of the CIM to the XXXIV regular session of the OAS General Assembly. (Agreement No. 10)

1.
Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03) 

1.1
Special Session of the Permanent Council on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, Washington, D.C., April 21, 2004.

The OAS General Secretariat, with the technical support of the CIM Permanent Secretariat, the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), and the Secretariat of the Summits Process organized this important event to comply with the mandate adopted at the XXXIII regular session of the General Assembly, which requested that the Permanent Council, in compliance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and Hon. Maisie Barker-Welch, a former President of the CIM and inviting civil society organizations to attend, a special session to progress with the implementation thereof. The mandate also required that continued promotion, in conjunction with the CIM and the UPD, be given to activities relating to women’s participation in political processes, in furtherance of the special session held in November 2002. 
The Permanent Secretariat of the CIM worked, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat, with the Permanent Council Ad-hoc committee chaired by the Permanent Representative of El Salvador, Ambassador Margarita Escobar, in setting the agenda and identifying the issues for consideration.  The session consisted of three panel sessions. The first of these studied the issue of Gender in the Summit of the Americas and Foreign Policy, with presentations the Honorable María Eugenia Brizuela de Avila, Minister of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador, and Irene Klinger, Executive Secretary of the OAS’s Secretariat for the Summits Process.

The second panel was intended to follow up on the special session of the Permanent Council held in 2003 on Women’s Participation in Political Processes. It was led by the Honorable Camilla Robinson Regis, Minister of Planning and Development of Trinidad and Tobago, and Elizabeth Spehar, Executive Coordinator of the OAS’s Unit for the Promotion of Democracy. The final panel session dealt with follow-up on the Inter-American Program, and was addressed by the Hon. Mariana Yepes, Minister-Prosecutor General of Ecuador. The Executive Secretary of the CIM was responsible for presenting conclusions and for closing the event. This special session also counted on the attendance of many of the CIM delegates and Ministers of many of the National Mechanisms. 
2.
Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II) AG/RES.1941 (XXXIII-O/03) paragraph 7.a.


In compliance with mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES.1741, AG/RES.1853, and AG/RES.1941, and with the adoption by the Executive Committee of the Provisional Agenda and date for the meeting in question, REMIM II took place at OAS headquarters, on April 21 to 23, 2004 in Washington, D.C.  Information on the proceedings and results of the ministerial can be found in document CIM/REMIM-II/doc.37/04, Final Report.  


During this reporting period, the Permanent Secretariat held numerous meetings with representatives of the permanent missions, and others, in preparation for REMIM II.

IV. REPRESENTATION OF THE CIM 

1.
Symposium on Gender and International Trade  (Barbados, February 23). The speech of the CIM’s President on the occasion of the Day of the Women of the Americas was read at this symposium, which was organized by the Director of the Gender Affairs Office, Ms. Sheila Stuart. In attendance, among others, were the Principal Delegate de Barbados, Joan Williams, and Hon. Maisie Barker-Welch, a former president of the CIM.

2. Videoconference on “Justice with a Gender Perspective: Review of Monitoring Mechanisms for Implementing International Conventions” World Bank, April 1, 2004 (Washington D.C.)
The World Bank has been holding a series of videoconferences related to the issue of Women’s Access to Justice.  This particular videoconference was intended to identify the priority issues relating to gender and access to justice Venezuela. 

The main objectives of the dialogue were the following: (1) identifying status of the implementation of the U.N Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará); (2) identifying the monitoring mechanisms of said conventions that exist in the participating countries; and (3) examining the status of said implementation in each country, their plans of action, main objectives, and the ways in which international organizations such as the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, the United Nations, and others could support those countries’ efforts. 


The CIM was represented on that occasion by the Principal Specialist, who gave a presentation on the results of the “Violence in the Americas” project. She also referred the recommendations made at the sub regional meetings on violence against women organized by the CIM (2000-2002) and, particularly, CIM’s ongoing efforts to implement a mechanism for the Convention follow-up. 

 Representatives of several international organizations and agencies, government bodies, NGOs, and Venezuelan ministries participated in the dialogue. 

3.
First Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Social Development (CIDES) (Santiago, Chile, April 5 to 6, 2004) 


Under the aegis of the OAS’s Inter-American Council for Integral Development, the President of the CIM was invited to participate at the first meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Social Development. This meeting was in response to the commitment assumed by the member states at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held in Venezuela in October, 2003. The goal was to design strategies to fight poverty and to launch social development programs. It was attended by representatives from the 34 OAS member countries and by anti-poverty groups. Due to prior commitments that kept the President from attending, the CIM was represented on this occasion by its Executive Secretary and also counted with the participation of CIM’s Principal Delegate of Costa Rica, the Honorable Esmeralda Britton. 
4.
National Congress to Support the Harmonization of Local Legislation with International Instruments on Women’s Human Rights – Effective Exercise for Women’s Human Rights in Mexico (Mexico City, April 29 and 30, 2004)


CIM was invited to make a presentation to this meeting on “The Right of Women to Live without Violence” and on the obligation of the Mexican State to uphold that right under the Convention of Belém do Pará.  The Principal Specialist of the CIM attended this meeting and gave a presentation on the topic indicated, which was followed by a session of questions and answers.

The audience expressed a keen interest in this issue and their questions were largely directed at possible solutions for harmonizing Mexico’s relevant legislation. The event was organized with the sponsorship of Mexico’s Secretariat of Foreign Affairs, the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW), and the Chamber of Deputies of the Federal Congress. 
5.
Workshop on “Gender Mainstreaming in Legal and Judicial Systems” (April 20, 2004, Washington, D.C.)

The World Bank and the CIM organized this workshop, taking advantage of the attendance of numerous ministers and CIM delegates attending the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women (REMIM II). 
 The event proposed creating a forum so that the ministers for women’s affairs and ranking government officials active in related areas could exchange experiences, strengthen alliances (both nationally and internationally), and debate the role played in this field by financial institutions and international organizations. It also discussed the best way to enhance the resources earmarked for gender issues in the member countries. 

The inaugural session was addressed by Mr. Alfredo Sfeir-Younis, Chief Advisor to the Administration Director, and the Executive Secretary of the CIM, Ms. Carmen Lomellin, and Ms. Teresa Genta Fons, Chief Legal Advisor with the World Bank’s Legal Directorate. 

Supporting the World Bank’s gender strategy, considering the different reports submitted by the Latin American region to the CEDAW Committee and the results of the Bank’s studies on gender in the Americas, areas of commonality for the Latin American region were identified, confirming that gender issues and violence against women require urgent attention and resource allocation. 

The meeting worked in groups to identify the three priority challenges in the region vis-à-vis gender and justice, and identifying three specific actions items that the countries could pursue to tackle those challenge.  In addition, it was discussed how the Bank could support the country or sub region in implementing the proposed actions. The participants also prepared a series of recommendations for submission to the Ministers of Justice, at REMJA V, with a view to incorporating gender awareness into the activities, policies, and programs into their ministries. 
6.
Developing Coordinated Approaches to Eradicating Gender-based Violence in the Caribbean (Barbados, May 11-12, 2004)


The CIM’s Principal Specialist attended this meeting, the goal of which was to monitor the prevailing situation of violence against women in the Caribbean. 

 


The event was organized by the regional offices of UNIFEM and ECLAC and was attended by more than 35 people, including representatives of UN agencies such as UNICEF, UNFPA, PAHO, UNDP, the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the Caribbean Community Secretariat (CARICOM), and the University of the West Indies, and representatives of NGOs from seven Caribbean countries. 

 

The organizers presented a regional evaluation of progress with the issue, making specific reference to conclusions that had already been published dealing with campaigns for women’s human rights, training, family law, and domestic violence. They emphasized challenges including the following: (a) the need to include, as a part of the violence issue, the sexual abuse of children, sexual harassment, and other sex-related offenses; (b) the lack of training at all levels, and (c) problems in documenting the prevalence and incidence of violence, and the absence of mechanisms for implementation and monitoring. The nongovernmental organizations agreed with these challenges and added the states’ lack of commitment and the need to for an authentic integration of gender awareness. 

 

It was decided that, in general, there was a large gap that kept the understanding of the issue from being translated into integrated responses. Collaboration among the different players is not particularly strong; a change in the culture of gender relations has not occurred; and there is still a far-reaching need for social services. 

 

Each of the participants reported on the initiatives taken by the agencies and the results they had obtained. They broke up into three groups to draft recommendations regarding the priorities and the steps to be taken, mechanisms for integration, access to justice, and monitoring. Based on the foregoing, the meeting collectively reflected on the current situation of violence in the Caribbean. The meeting’s results are shortly to be published by UNIFEM and ECLAC. 

 
Special presentations were given about AIDS and of the possibility of carrying out joint programs to prevent the duplication of efforts and strengthen ties among the agencies and between them and civil society. 

7.
Reception with Colombian Women Leaders (Washington, D.C., May 13)  Along with Colombia’s Permanent Mission to the OAS and the non-governmental organization Women Waging Peace, the CIM jointly sponsored a reception in honor of 17 Colombian women leaders who are working for peace in their country. Amb. Horacio Serpa, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, Amb. Hattie Babbit, Vice President of Women Waging Peace, and Ms. Elizabeth Spehar, Executive Coordinator of the OAS’s Unit for the Promotion of Democracy gave short presentations, as did Sen. Piedad Córdoba Ruiz, Magdala Velázquez, a feminist activist and teacher, Gloria Inés Flores Schneider, Executive Director of the Association for Alternative Social Promotion, and María Gallego, National Coordinator of the Women’s Peaceful Route. The Secretary General of the OAS was also present. 


The Colombian women were in Washington from May 9 to 14 to attend the conference on “Preparing for Peace: The Critical Role of Women in Colombia,” which was organized by Women Waging Peace. It included presentations, meetings, and other events intended to provide a space for the voices of Colombian women and to promote, in different forums, the integration of women into all ongoing efforts to construct peace in their country. The participants also included Ms. María Emma Mejía, former foreign minister of Colombia, Ms. María Elvia Domínguez Blanco, from the Presidential Office for Women’s Equality, and Ms. Gloria Nieto, of the Institute for Development and Peace Studies (INDEPAZ). 

 

8.
Twelfth National Conference – The Hemispheric Relations of Hispanic Americans (May 12 to 14, Miami) The Executive Secretary was invited to give a presentation at this meeting, which was organized by the Cuban American National Council, Inc. on women leaders in Latin America.

9.
International Forum – Women in the 21st Century, Development and Perspectives (June 1, 2004, Cd. Victoria, Tamaulipas, Mexico)


The Tamaulipas State Government, through the Council for the Integral Development of Women, invited the CIM to give a presentation at this event on “International Actions on behalf of Women.” This presentation was given by CIM Principal Specialist Mercedes Kremenetzky.


The event’s purpose was to create a meeting point for the world’s women leaders, with a view to exchanging knowledge and successful experiences and forging closer ties of communication to encourage the emergence of networks of women committed to working for female advancement at the state, national, and international levels.


The inaugural ceremony was addressed by State Governor Tomás Yarrington Ruvalcaba and by Nobel Peace Prize Winner (1992) Rigoberta Menchú. 


Estimates indicate that more than a thousand people attended, between government representatives – particularly legislators – and representatives of civil society; they all showed great interest in the topics dealt with: “Business women and their contributions to the economy,” “Outlooks for women in the 21st Century,” and “Women in politics.” Two keynote addresses were given – one by the Mexican writer Guadalupe Loaeza, and the other by the CIM’s Principal Specialist. The panelists included representatives not only of Mexico, but also from Brazil, Chile, Spain, and Uruguay.

10. Presentation to Students of International Studies, University of Maryland 

 The Executive Secretary made a presentation to the above mentioned, on the work of CIM and the process of integrating a gender perspective into public policy.  

11.
Thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly of the OAS

The CIM was represented by CIM Executive Secretary at the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly of the OAS, in Quito, Ecuador. June 7-9, 2004.

12.
Fourth World Conference on Women, ECLAC, Mexico City

The CIM Executive Secretary was in attendance at the meeting.  Hosted by the government of Mexico, represented by Patricia Espinoza, the meeting also counted on the participation of the following CIM delegates:  CIM President Yadira Enriquez, Amb. Juliana de Tulio (Argentina) ,    Marta Lucia Vazquez (Colombia), Esmeralda Britton (Costa Rica), Maria Gabriela Nunez (Guatemala); Dr. Glenda Simms (Jamaica), Maria Jose Argana (Paraguay), Urmilla Joella-Sewnundum (Suriname) and Reina Margarita Arratia (Venezuela), among others. 
13.
Meetings with NGOs and others

During this reporting period, the Executive Secretary met with representatives of the following NGOs:  the Americas Project, Rice University; Amnesty International, the Gallup Organizations; the Inter-American Economic Council; and Vital Voices.  She has also been invited to meet with, and brief  staff from the Committee on Foreign Relation of the U.S. Senate. 
14.
Focus Group on Mexico/US Relations

The Executive Secretary was invited to participate in the above mentioned focus group that discussed the relationships between Mexicans, Mexican-Americans, and Mexican immigrants.
V. OTHER BUSINESS

1.
New Principal Delegates to the CIM   During the period covered by this report, the following Principal Delegates to the CIM were appointed: Ms. Joan Williams, Ministry of Social Transformation, Barbados; Dr. Teresa Canaviri Sirpa, Vice Minister for Women, Bolivia; Minister Nilcéa Freire, Special Secretary for Women’s Policies of the Office of the President, Brazil; Ms. Jacinta Bannis, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Community Development, Gender Issues, and Information, Dominica; Ms. María Gabriela Núñez Pérez, Presidential Secretary for Women, Guatemala; Ms. Adelina Magloire Chancy, Minister, Ministry of Women’s Affairs and Women’s Rights, Haiti; Ms. Ingrid Charles Gumbs, Director for Gender Affairs, Ministry of Social Development, Community Affairs, and Gender, St. Kitts and Nevis; and Ms. Reina Margarita Arratia Díaz, Director of International Relations, National Women’s Institute, Venezuela.

2.
Naming of the Conference Room    All the necessary formalities were pursued and the conference room adjacent to the CIM’s offices has been given the name of Doris Stevens, the first President of the CIM. (Agreement No. 12)

3.
Female quota for the Supreme Court   In April, Argentina’s Chamber of Deputies approved a proposal that would introduce a female quota for that country’s Supreme Court of Justice. Article One of the regulation in question stipulates that no more than 70% of the membership of the Supreme Court of Justice may be of the same sex. The quota is to be filled gradually. Of each two successive vacancies that arise, one must be covered by a woman.


4.
Hispanic Advisory Board Meeting – National Center for Missing and Exploited Children The CIM hosted a meeting, on June 1, of the management board of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. This not-for-profit organization was established in 1984 to provide families and professionals across the USA with services to prevent the abduction and sexual exploitation of children. Between its inception and 2003, the Center has worked on some 96,000 cases and has helped reunited some 80,500 children with their families. The Executive Secretary has been invited to join the Hispanic Advisory Council and CIM will be working with them on developing an information campaign for hispanic families. 
5. Appointment of Rapporteurs for the Human Rights of Women, Children, and Indigenous People of the OAS’s Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) In February 2004 the IACHR appointed new thematic rapporteurs to examine violations of the rights of women, children, indigenous people, and migrants. Chilean jurist José Zalaquett will be responsible for the human rights situation of indigenous peoples; Peruvian jurist Susana Villarán will examine the rights of women; jurist Evelio Fernández Arévalos will be assigned to the rights of children; jurist Freddy Gutiérrez will be responsible for studying the rights of migrant workers and their families.
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ANNEX II                  

Presentation to the Working Group Meeting

Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor

May 12, 2004

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for this opportunity to report on the results of the 2nd Meeting of Ministers or Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in Member States, which was held here in Washington DC two week ago.  I also would like to thank Sofialeticia Morales for her very gracious invitation to address this working group.  


Four years ago, the OAS convened the first-ever meeting of Ministers of Women’s Affairs.  This meeting was truly groundbreaking and has had important repercussions for our organization and for the countries of the Region.  The approval on that occasion of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), not only expressed the profound commitment of the member states to improving the status of women in the Hemisphere, but also signaled the adoption of a new approach based on gender equity and the formulation of gender-based policies, as the main strategy for achieving equality of rights and opportunities for men and women.  


Since its adoption, the IAP has become a blueprint for CIM activities, and has given the specific mandate to pursue the integration of a gender perspective in hemispheric policy, particularly through the avenue of the Ministerials.  You may recall that, at your meeting in Ottawa, we presented a series of recommendations for integrating a gender perspective in the Ministries of Labor, and subsequently followed up with suggested lines of action for adoption.

In reviewing the agenda for today’s meeting, I couldn’t help but notice the similarities in the issues that you are discussing here and those discussed by the Women Ministers, whose primary discussion point was “Women, Trade and Economic Empowerment”.  


At our meeting, there was much discussion on the role of women in trade liberalization as producers, workers and consumers, and of the need to evaluate the different impact of trade on men and women. The Ministers made recommendations on how to best integrate gender language and considerations into trade issues and projects, pointing out that collaboration between Women’s Ministries and Trade Ministries was very important, as well as between NGOs, national institutions and international organizations.  I think that it is fair to say that this collaboration cannot be successful without the inclusion of the Labor Ministries as well.


The Ministers also agreed that trade policies are fundamentally about improving people’s lives, and that the impact of trade on women had to be studied and taken into account so that any negative effects could be minimized. Mention was made of the maquilas and the fact that this kind of work, which tends to be repetitive and low wage, generally does not offer opportunities for real progress. Additionally, since these industries are always seeking lower labor costs, they provide short term solutions to women’s unemployment.  Some countries referred to the initiatives that they have implemented to help women compete in new markets.
Discussion also ensued on the need for countries to carry out some kind of trade impact reviews before signing trade agreements, so that compensatory measures can be taken to prevent possible negative impacts.  The Ministers also highlighted the need to examine which population groups are affected by free trade, especially with regards to women, whether they be indigenous women, rural women, or women working in the maquila sector.  There was consensus by the Ministers that gender language and a gender perspective must be included in trade agreements, and also that efforts must be made at the domestic levels to develop a working relationship between trade ministries and national mechanisms, and with the participation of civil society. 

There was also an emphasis, which is included in the declaration of that meeting, of the “critical need to fully integrate a gender perspective into the development and sustainability of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, especially in supporting the financing of female-owned or operated businesses in order to achieve a more equitable and just social environment”.  


In the resolution entitled “Women, Trade and Economic Empowerment”, it was resolved, among others; 

· “To urge governments to undertake analysis and responsive programs that take account of the different impact of macroeconomic policies on men and women and that can contribute to positive impacts from such policies and help to mitigate the potential negative impact on particular populations, including, among others women…; 
· To encourage member states to include gender impact considerations in developing their national policies and positions related to the negotiations of bilateral and regional trade agreements, as well as including gender equity and equality as a priority within national and regional trade capacity-building strategies”.


We have distributed copies of the Declaration and the resolution on Women, Trade and Economic Empowerment, for your information.  

The Ministers also discussed proposals for the Fourth Summit of the Americas. There was a general consensus on the need to highlight the issues of violence and women’s political and economic empowerment, as well as to address poverty and the feminization of poverty.  The importance of targeting the education of the girl child to break the cycle of poverty was pointed out. Some of the problems that were pointed out as indicators of obstacles for women included the relative difficulty of reaching equal inclusion in politics, inequality in women’s wages, as well the lack of women in high places within the private sector. Finally, it was emphasized that gender must be integrated as a cross-cutting issue in all areas of the Declaration and Plan of Action of the IV Summit.

The last major issue of discussion was Violence against Women, which continues to be a priority world-wide.  The Ministers developed and approved, with the participation of the World Bank, a series of recommendations for presentation to the Ministers of Justice, on violence against women, along with the trafficking in women, access to justice and persisting legal discrimination.


I wish you success in your deliberations.  CIM looks forward to a continued collaboration, and to the results of this meeting.  Thank you for your kind attention.
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