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I.
CIM PROJECTS

1. Project on the Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children in the Americas


As a result of many negotiations, grants were received from the U.S. Agency for International Development for Phase II of the Project “Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents and Children in the Americas.”  These will fund the project in Mexico, Bolivia, and Belize.  In addition, the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration of the U.S. Department of State (PRM/DOS) will be providing funds to work in the Caribbean with the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the implementing agency.


The Executive Secretary, Carmen Lomellin, has organized a meeting scheduled for December 4th with the Editorial Board of the New York Times.  The meeting is aimed at focusing on the issue of trafficking in persons in the Americas, and about the initiatives developed by the CIM and the OAS.


During the period covered by this report, Dr. Laura Langberg, CIM Specialist, represented the Commission at the "Third Bilateral Conference:  Parallel Worlds, Tijuana and San Diego, Child Sexual Tourism and Other Forms of Trafficking in Persons” held on August 26-28, 2003 in San Diego, California, and at the “First Conference on Mechanisms against Organized Crime” held on October 6-8, 2003 in Mexico City.


Likewise, the Executive Secretary traveled with Dr. Langberg to attend a meeting in El Salvador with various international organizations to discuss projects under way and explore and coordinate joint actions against the trafficking in persons, especially women and children, in Central America.  It was also attended by Bruce Harris, Director of Casa Alianza; Alejandro Bonasso, Director of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN); representatives of CIDA Canada, UNICEF, and the International Organization for Migration (IOM).  This meeting took place on October 2-3, 2003.


On September 29-October 1, the Executive Secretary and Dr. Langberg met in Mexico with 15 representatives of the government and NGOs to present the results of Phase I of the Trafficking Project and to initiate preliminary discussions on the CIM/IOM project in Mexico.  The meeting was coordinated by Ms. Patricia Espinosa, Principal Delegate to the CIM and Director of the National Women’s Institute, and Ms. Patricia Wohlers, the Institute’s Director of International Relations.  


The CIM, with the support of the OAS Department of Public Information, held a videoconference on the “Trafficking in Persons, especially Women, Adolescents, and Children: Sharing Best Practices to Prevent and Protect Victims and Punish Traffickers” was held on November 20, 2003, in Washington, D.C.


The objective of this videoconference was to raise awareness about the problems of trafficking in persons in Latin America and the Caribbean.  The two-hour videoconference was sponsored by the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) and the CIM and was moderated by Ms. María Elena Salinas, lead newscaster of the Hispanic news broadcasting station UNIVISION.  The panelists, experts on the subject, from the Dominican Republic, were Juan Artola, Representative of the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Santo Domingo; Gina Gallardo, Program for Migrant Women, State Secretariat for Women (SEM); and Francisca Ferreira of the Integral Women’s Orientation Center; from Costa Rica, Agueda Marin, IOM Focal Point in activities against the trafficking in persons, Regional Office for Central America and Mexico; Bruce Harris, Director, Casa Alianza, Regional Office; and Lilian Gómez, Special Prosecutor, Attorney-General’s Office of Costa Rica; and from the United States, Ann Jordan, International Human Rights Law Group; Phillip Linderman, Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons; Frances Sullivan, Regional Representative of IOM for North America and the Caribbean; and Laura Langberg, CIM Specialist.  

2.
Follow-up on the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (SEPIA)


At the request of the President of the Permanent Council, the CIM made a presentation on September 23rd, on recommendations for fulfilling the mandates given to the Council in Resolution AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03), specifically the mandate “To request the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates of the Summit of the Americas and the Inter-American Program, to consider convening a special meeting, in conjunction with the CIM and with the participation of civil society organizations, in order to move forward with the implementation of the Inter-American Program in the Member States.”  A copy of the document prepared by CIM is attached. (Annex I)

SEPIA III (Gender and Education) December 9–10, 2003 (Washington, D.C.)


Because of the proximity of the date of this meeting and the Third Session of the Executive Committee, the recommendations of SEPIA III will be considered at the meeting.


SEPIA IV (Gender and Science and Technology).  The CIM continued working with Dr. Alice Abreu, Executive Director of the Science and Technology Department, to prepare for the First Hemispheric Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology, which will be held on November 10-11, 2004 in Lima, Peru.   The Executive Secretary attended a preparatory meeting organized by Ms. Abreu on September 9th. 

3.
 Promoting the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishmen,t and Eradication of Violence against Women, Convention of Bélem do Pará

3.1  With regard to implementation of resolution CIM/RES.224 (XXXI-O/02), “Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará,” the Executive Committee, at its second regular session, held on July 17 and 18, 2003, adopted Agreement No. 3, subparagraph (b) of which instructed the Executive Secretariat of the CIM to begin consultations with member states, the principal delegates to the CIM, regional organizations, and civil society, to get their feedback on the proposed follow-up mechanism for the Convention.


In fulfillment of that mandate, the August 1, 2003 notes and document CIM/CD/doc.15/03 rev.1 were transmitted to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, the permanent missions to the OAS, and the principal delegates to the CIM for comment. Replies were received from 14 countries.


3.2 Letter from CLADEM.  On September 30, 2003, through the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM, the President received a letter from the Coordinator of the area concerned with violence against women in CLADEM, asking about Article 2 of the Convention of Belém do Pará.  That letter referred to the difference observed between the official Spanish text of the second part of Article 2.a of the Convention and the other official versions of the same text (French, English, and Portuguese).  In response to that query, the Permanent Secretariat consulted with the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs. On November 3, the President wrote back to CLADEM, saying that under Article 19 of the Convention the only remedy for amendment was a request by a member state, via the Inter-American Commission of Women, that it be considered by the General Assembly. 

3.3 Presentation in the JSCA.  As mentioned below under Section II. 4, Inter-American Seminar on Gender and Justice, Viña del Mar, Chile, November 12-14, 2003, the CIM co-sponsored and participated in that seminar with a presentation on gender and justice and international agreements on women’s issues, in which it detailed the work of the Commission in following up on the Convention and the achievements of the past decade.

3.4 Presentation by the Pan American Health Association.  To commemorate November 25, International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, the CIM was invited to take part in a panel discussion on “Violence against Women: The Unfinished Agenda,” in which Mercedes Kremenetzky underscored the achievements and challenges associated with the Convention of Belém do Pará. 

II.
REPRESENTATION OF CIM 

1.
Inter-agency meeting of experts on “Key components for laws and policies on violence against women,”  Washington, D.C., August 5-7, 2003  at the headquarters of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)


This meeting was coordinated by the PAHO Gender and Health Unit, under the auspices of the Inter-American Commission of Women, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the Latin America and Caribbean Committee for the Defense of Women’s Rights (CLADEM), ISIS International, the Inter-American Parliamentary Group (IPG) and the Center for Reproductive Health.


The meeting was aimed at identifying key components that should be included in legislation against gender-based violence in Latin America, based on an analysis of the reality of the countries in relation to existing legislation, identifying basic priorities and contents to be considered to improve the legal framework (laws and regulations) for the prevention, punishment, and eradication of gender violence.  All of this is aimed at creating a useful instrument with proposals for Latin America lawmakers to serve as a guide so they can undertake reforms and encourage all countries to have the necessary legislation and state policies to enforce actions against gender violence.  In addition, the meeting involved collaborating on the implementation of some of the recommendations made at the First Ibero-American Inter-Parliamentary Conference on Health, held in Havana, Cuba in May 1999, with the participation of 120 lawmakers from Latin America.  As soon as the meeting’s final report is complete, it will be distributed to the delegates electronically. 

2.
Training for prosecutors and police “Domestic violence from a human rights and gender perspective,” Montevideo, Uruguay, September 15-26, 2003 

The seminar on “Domestic violence from a human rights and gender perspective”, promoted by the Ministry of the Interior through the Citizen Safety Program and the Attorney-General’s Office of the Ministry of Education and Culture, took place in Montevideo. 


This activity benefited from the support of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP).  The Principal Delegate of Uruguay, Prof. Robaina, represented the CIM at this event.


Dr. Roxana Arroyo Vargas and Dr. Rodrigo Jiménez Sandoval, experts from the Women, Justice and Gender Program of the United Nations Latin American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (ILANUD), headquartered in Costa Rica, were in charge of developing the Seminar’s agenda.


The Seminar addressed the following issues, among others:  “Human Rights, Gender, and Domestic Violence,” “Possible Approaches from the Public Sector to Address Domestic Violence,” and “Enforcement of Regulatory Framework on Domestic Violence in Uruguay.”

3.
Council of Women World Leaders 

The Council of Women World Leaders convened an international meeting of women Ministers of Women’s Affairs, held on October 7-8 at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., and attended by the Ministers and representatives of 46 countries from around the world.  Within the framework of this meeting, a joint meeting was held with the heads of the gender units of multilateral organizations, which was attended by the Executive Secretary of CIM.  The women ministers and multilateral organizations attending agreed to establish a communication and exchange network that will initially be headed by the Honorable Jean Augustine, Minister of State for the Status of Women Canada, and Dr. Marcela Suazo, Minister for Women of Honduras.
4
Inter-American Seminar on Gender and Justice, Viña del Mar, Chile, November 12-14, 2003 


On behalf of CIM, Senior Specialist Mercedes Kremenetzky attended the seminar organized by the German Technical Cooperation Agency of Germany (GTZ) and the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), sponsored by the Inter-American Commission of Women, the Attorney-General’s Office of Chile, the National Women’s Service (SERNAM), and the Women’s Institute Foundation and under the auspices of USAID and the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.


The meeting was aimed at generating a broad forum so that individuals and institutions of the region prominent in the areas of gender and justice could come together and debate the main issues common to them.  In recent years, in the region, both gender and justice have ceased to be secondary issues in the eyes of the public; they have become topics of considerable importance and the target of major public policies.  Within this context, and in order to deal with each one of these issues, the Seminar had four panels to present studies that various institutions have been conducting and that provide information on what is effectively happening in the region and to foster discussions with experts and the general public.  The selected topics were:  Participation of Women in Justice Systems; Gender and Reforms of Criminal Proceedings; Civil Society, Gender, and Justice; International Conventions on Women’s Issues:  their follow-up mechanisms and their impact on the administration of justice; How to qualify for assistance from cooperation agencies; and, finally, Women’s Courts.


Special importance was attached to this last-mentioned issue (Women’s Courts), since the meeting took place within the context of the joint GTZ/JSCA project aimed at studying and promoting such courts as a mechanism for drawing more attention to gender issues in litigation, thereby helping to ensure that conflicts of this nature are resolved by applying a gender perspective, international law, and domestic legislation, without a trace of discrimination. .


It is important to highlight that this Seminar was one of the measures that JSCA has been developing to promote the implementation of the guidelines of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) and the joint implementation with CIM of SEPIA II Gender and Justice.


5.
Women Waging Peace  
According to the resolution CIM/RES.227 (XXXI-O/02) of the CIM Assembly of Delegates to support and promote implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 in the hemisphere, as well as the full participation of women in preventing conflicts and consolidating peace, the CIM, with support from Women Waging Peace (WWP), has enthusiastically promoted the incorporation of the gender perspective in matters of hemispheric security. 

As a result of the steps that were taken, the proposed wording on women, peace and security submitted by the CIM to the Committee on Hemispheric Security was incorporated into the Declaration of the Special Conference on Hemispheric Security held in Mexico in October, as follows:  “The states of the Hemisphere reaffirm the importance of enhancing the participation of women in all efforts to promote peace and security, the need to increase women’s decision-making role at all levels in relation to conflict prevention, management, and resolution and to integrate a gender perspective in all policies, programs, and activities of all inter-American organs, agencies, entities, conferences and processes that deal with matters of hemispheric security.” 

In follow-up, the Executive Secretary and Mrs. Marta Beltrán of CIM attended the Public Policy Day of the Fifth Annual Colloquium of Women Waging Peace on November 7 in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  The speakers included, among others, officials from the United Nations, the U.S. Department of State, the Peace Institute, and women which have worked for peace and reconstruction in their countries.  CIM participated in the forums on Colombia and Central America.

6.
UNESCO/FLACSO, Conference on Gender and Science and Technology.  The Executive Secretary participated in this meeting, held on November 12-13, 2003, in Buenos Aires, Argentina.


7.
The CIM Executive Secretary met with Steve Griner, of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy/OAS, to provide input and to participate in the upcoming Experts Meeting entitled “Is Financing an Obstacle to the Political Participation of Women?” which will be held on December 16th,  in Washington, D.C. 


8.
On November 19th, the Executive Secretary also participated in a meeting of the Washington Consensus entitled “A new Consensus to Confront Poverty in the Americas” and made a presentation at that meeting on “ Mainstreaming Gender in Policy Reducing Strategies”. 


9.
The Executive Secretary participated in a USAID Partners meeting at the Pan American Health Organization.  


10.
On October 31st, the Executive Secretary and Specialist, Marta Beltran met with Ms. Marta Segura, of the Colombian Confederation of Non-governmental Organizations (CCONG) to discuss the participation of CIM in her organization’s efforts on Peace and Conflict Resolution.  CIM also facilitated a meeting with Mr. Jorge Sanin, on the accreditation by the OAS of this NGO.

11.
The Executive Secretary met with Mr. Ray Suarez, correspondent for the Jim Lehrer Hour, a US-based news program, to discuss CIM programs.

III.
OTHER MATTERS


Course for Trainers of the OAS Project for the Incorporation of the Gender Perspective:  Training Program for Gender Integration    This course was held with the participation of staff from different areas of the Organization on September 30. 


Information received from the Delegates  Ms. Victoria Moncayo Gallegos, Principal Delegate of Ecuador, reported that, on November 28, the Ecuadorian CIM Cooperation Committee (CECIM) and CONAMU organized a round table in her country on “Progress and constraints in enforcing the Convention of Belém do Pará” by State institutions.  Its conclusions and recommendations will be sent shortly.


New Principal Delegates to CIM   During this period, a notification was received announcing the designation of the Principal Delegate of Paraguay to CIM, Ms. María José Argaña de Mateu, who was recently appointed Executive Secretary of the Secretariat for Women of the Office of the President, with rank of Minister of the Executive.  An official notice by the government is expected. 


The Government of Belize has informed us that CIM Principal Delegate, Ms. Dolores Balderamos Garcia has changed her position title to that of Ambassador/Special Envoy for Children, Gender Affairs, and HIV/AIDS.


The Argentine Government designated Ambassador Juliana Di Tullio as its country’s new Principal Delegate.  Ambassador Di Tullio is the Special International Representative for Women’s Issues and replaced Ms. Laura Isabel Velásquez on September 15, 2003.


Video on Women and Leadership.  The interviews for a video on Women and Political Leadership will be finished soon. 


The mural commemorating the 75th Anniversary of CIM, which was reported on at the last regular session of the Executive Committee, has been installed in the offices of CIM.


Women in Senior Management Positions    Along with the appointment of Ms. Argaña de Mateu, the Cabinet of the President of Paraguay included five other women Ministers:  Minister of Education and Culture, Ms. Blanca Olevar de Duarte; Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ms. Leila Rachid de Cowles; Minister of the Secretariat for Children and Adolescents, Ms. Gloria Estigarribia de Duarte; Minister of the Secretariat of Tourism, Ms. María Evangelista Troche de Gallegos; and Ms. Nicacia Solaheche, with the rank of Minister in the Secretariat of Repatriates.


Likewise, the President of Paraguay, Mr. Nicanor Duarte Frutos, in keeping with his policy of supporting the access of women to decision-making posts, appointed Ms. Margarita Diaz de Vivar as Director General of Customs, and she is therefore the first woman director general of customs in the history of this institution.


Lunch with women Ambassadors to the OAS and women Heads of OAS Units or Departments The CIM and Assistant Secretary General Luigi Einaudi, hosted a working lunch (September 5, 2003) with the women ambassadors, permanent representatives to the OAS and the women heads of OAS units and departments to discuss increased cooperation between the Secretariat and the Permanent Council. 


New offices of the Inter-American Commission of Women   After four moves in a year and a half, the CIM has now finally come to roost on the third floor of the General Services Building (GSB) at  OAS headquarters, in F Street. The process involved considerable inconvenience, extra work, and adjustments to the new environment. Work is now underway on reinstalling the CIM Women’s Library.
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No. 08-047/03

August 22, 2003

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency in connection with your note dated August 5, 2003, on the report to be presented to the Permanent Council on September 10 for consideration, in particular as it pertains to operative paragraph 3.b of resolution AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03).


In this regard, I have attached hereto the document prepared by this Permanent Secretariat containing proposals for carrying out more effectively the mandate set forth in the aforementioned resolution as well as information regarding preparations for the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities, referred to in operative paragraph 7.a of the same resolution.


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 


Carmen Lomellín


Executive Secretary

His Excellency

Ambassador Raymond Valcin

Permanent Representative of Haiti and 

Chair of the Permanent Council

Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C. 

Attachment

PROPOSAL OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
TO FULFILL PARAGRAPHS 3.b and 7.a OF RESOLUTION

AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03), PROMOTION OF WOMEN
HUMAN´S RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY

I.
BACKGROUND
In April of 2000, in fulfillment of the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 1625 (XXIX-O/99), “Status of Women in the Americas and Strengthening and Modernization of the Inter-American Commission of Women,” the OAS convened the “Meeting of Ministers, or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States”.  At that meeting, the ministers adopted the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP).


The Inter-American Program was submitted to the XXX General Assembly of the OAS held in Windsor, Canada, where it was adopted by way of resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), “Adoption and Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” and was subsequently endorsed in the Plan of Action of the 2001 Quebec Summit of the Americas as an effective tool for gender mainstreaming. It is a program that provides a new and comprehensive approach to integrating the gender perspective both within the inter-American system and in the member countries.  It is intended to support the efforts of OAS member states and inter-American organizations in the systematic integration of a gender perspective into their policies, programs, and strategies.  Moreover, it is a tool for achieving gender equity and equality in all spheres of public policy.

II.
MANDATES


The IAP contains numerous recommendations for the member states on the integration of a gender perspective in public policy, as well as mandates for the OAS General Secretariat and the CIM.  The program specifically mandates that the OAS General Secretariat “Adopt, in coordination with the CIM, the measures needed to integrate the gender perspective into the execution of programs and activities by all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, and promote the incorporation of this perspective into the work of the agencies of the inter-American system.” (IAP 2.1.3)


Since its approval in 2000, the IAP has quickly become the blueprint for CIM’s programmatic activity.  In compliance with the mandate to “Ensure that a gender perspective in consistently mainstreamed into the preparation and application of international instruments, mechanisms, and procedures within the framework of the OAS, and particularly on the agendas of ministerial-level meetings” (IAP 2.1.2), the CIM has instituted a process to develop recommendations to the various ministerials and to follow-up on these recommendations.  Entitled SEPIA (Spanish language acronym for Follow up to the Inter-American Program), the CIM has worked with civil society experts to follow-up on the gender mainstreaming recommendations presented to the Ministries of Labor (2001), Justice (2002) and Education (4th quarter, 2003).  The civil society experts, in partnership with the governments, reviewed the recommendations made to the ministries, analyzed the resulting plan of action/declaration, and then developed recommended lines of action for presentation to said ministries.

III.
SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS OR OF THE HIGHEST-RANKING AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN IN THE MEMBER STATES (REMIM II)

In 2004, the OAS will convene the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II).  The tentative dates for the meeting are April 22-24.  The preliminary draft agenda is still under discussion and consideration by the CIM Executive Committee and will be approved at their meeting in late November/2003.  


The proposed agenda items for discussion by the Heads of Delegation are:

· Reports of the Member States on implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality
· Women, Free Trade and Economic Empowerment
· Gender Equity and Equality in the Fourth Summit of the Americas
· Commemoration of the 10th Anniversary of the Convention of Belém do Pará.
IV.
75th ANNIVERSARY OF CIM


In February of 2004, the CIM concludes a year-long commemoration of its 75th anniversary.  The CIM was established in 1928 as a result of negotiations between women’s organizations and governments of the 6th International Conference of American States, to increase the participation of women at the Inter-American arena.  Since that time, the CIM has fought for the rights of women, guarded their interests and promoted their progress.  It is the first official intergovernmental agency in the world created expressly to ensure recognition of the civil and political rights of women.

Throughout its history, the CIM has been in the vanguard in promoting the fundamental rights of women, and in the struggle to extend effective suffrage to the women of the Americas.   At the 7th International Conference of American States in Montevideo (1933), it was instrumental in the approval of the Convention on the Nationality of Women, which enabled a woman to retain her own nationality in the event of marriage to a man of another nationality.  In 1948, in Bogotá, it led the way for the adoption of the Inter-American Conventions on the Granting of Political and Civil Rights to Women; and, with the 1994 Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, CIM aggressively pursued the violence that is so pervasive globally, and is kept hidden – Violence against Women.

V.
RECOMMENDATIONS


CIM recommends to the Permanent Council that, in compliance with the mandates of AG/RES 1941(XXXIII-O/03),  it conclude the 75th Anniversary Year of CIM by convening a Special Session of the Permanent Council to review the mandates of the IAP, specifically those mentioned in said resolution, which states:  “To Request the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates of the Summit of the Americas and the Inter-American Program, to consider convening a special meeting, in conjunction with the CIM and with the participation of civil society organizations, in order to move forward with the implementation of the Inter-American Program in the member states;”  Additionally, this meeting would review the progress of the IAP since its inception, and would develop recommendations on how it can be most effectively implemented and monitored in the member states. Coordinated by the Ambassadors, Permanent Representatives to the OAS, and the CIM, this meeting would also count on the participation of experts in the area of gender and public policy, and would provide very valuable input into the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States to be held in April, 2004.  CIM suggests that this meeting be held the day before the February, 2004 Session of the CIM Executive Committee.  In addition to the members of the Committee, many of the CIM delegates will be in attendance.


CIM recommends that the Permanent Council host a series of panel discussions at this meeting focusing on the integration of a gender perspective, as mandated by the IAP, on predetermined public policy issues. Given the facts that the top three Millennium Development Goals, which are also part of the Declaration of Santiago, are:  1) the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger; 2) the achievement of universal primary education, and 3) the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women, CIM suggests that the issues covered be labor, education and trade, since policies developed in these areas can effectively eradicate poverty, achieve universal primary education and promote true gender equality.  In addition, two of the main agenda items for discussion by the Heads of Delegations at the above-mentioned 2004 Ministerial will be “Women, Trade and Economic Empowerment”, and “Actions Taken to Implement the IAP.”

CIM further recommends that available technologies be utilized as a practical and cost-effective method of achieving the desired results.  CIM recently had a very positive experience with the use of a teleconference on “Women, Peace and Security”, where we were able to connect to four sites outside of Washington D. C. 

VI.
PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY


Civil society organizations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have very often lead the way in innovation and creativity, transforming the realm of public policy.  Increasingly, they’ve lent their voices and expertise to policy makers at the local, national and international levels.  In the Inter-American system, the Summit of the Americas process has clearly defined the parameters for the inclusion of civil society in the development of effective programs, policies and activities. 


If the implementation of the IAP in the member states is to be successful and effective, if there is to be the integration of gender in the development and implementation of public policy in the member states, there has to be effective, targeted, consistent and sustained follow-up, and it is vital that civil society organizations be invited as partners throughout the implementation process of the IAP.  Since the Summit of the Americas Secretariat has so successfully engaged civil society in policy dialogue, CIM suggests that this office be invited to participate in this meeting.

VII.
EXPECTED OUTCOMES


In addition to fulfilling the mandates of AG/RES 1941 (XXXIII-O/03) and of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, the results of this proposed Special Session of the Permanent Council, jointly with the CIM, would place an increased emphasis and visibility on the role of gender in public policy development, and, as stated above, provide input in to the 2004 Meeting of Women Ministers, and to the CIM.


This meeting could also serve to receive valuable, realistic and practical input from the Permanent Council, the CIM and the representatives of civil society on the integration of a gender perspective on very key issues affecting the men and women of our hemisphere.
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